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Meet the Teachers   
 
I came to HOI about 
one and a half year ago.  
I enjoy working as a 
teacher because I have 
the opportunity to 
shape and educate chil-
dren from poor back-
grounds.  They do not 
have access to other 
educational opportunities.  They cannot 
do it on their own. I enjoy sharing my 
math knowledge and skills with the chil-
dren.  I want to shape students who are 
loyal to their moral, spiritual and academic 
principals.  The ultimate goal is for them 
to be fruitful to their Society. -Walter 
Cardon 
 
 I have worked for HOI 
since the first year  
Aldersgate Elementary 
School started to oper-
ate, back in the year 
2000.  I enjoy working 
as a teacher. I feel tight 
to HOI in many ways 
and this encourage me to keep going.  
Wonderful people who are part of HOI 
have been key on helping me and my  
father recover our health.  We will always 
be in debt.  My goal as a teacher is to train 
my students to become good men and 
women who serve their communities and 
our nation. - Seyla Andrade 
 
I have enjoyed being a teacher at Alders-
gate Elementary School. Besides being the 
first grade teacher, I am also the school´s 
principal.  I have been working here for 
about 5 years.  I like to work for HOI  

 
 
because it is a non-profit organization that 
has a goal to help the children of the 
Agalta Valley to have a quality education.  I 
also enjoy sharing my love for Jesus Christ 
with my students and help them to 
strengthen their  spiritual and moral  
values.  I want my students to learn the 
basic skills they need in order to continue 
with their education .  I 
encourage my students 
to be active and crea-
tive.-Maricela Mejia 
 
 

Celebrating our 20th Year 
in Service to Honduras

Trip Calendar 

• 1/9 Northway Chris-
tian  

• 1/16 Covington 
United Methodist 

• 1/16 Watkinsville 
United Methodist 

• 1/30 Alpharetta First 
United Methodist 

• 1/30 Hamilton Mill 
United Methodist 

• 2/6 Cornerstone 
United Methodist 

• 2/6 Newnan Method-
ists 

• 2/13 GACS 

• 2/13 Conyers First 
United Methodist 

• 2/20 Decatur First 
United Methodist 

• 2/20 Mt. Park United 
Methodist 

• 2/27 Mayo Rehab 

• 3/6 St. James– Tampa 
United Methodist 

• 3/6 Smoke Rise Bap-
tist 

First Grade 14 

Second 
Grade 

15 

Third Grade 24 

Fourth grade 23 

Fifth Grade 27 

Sixth Grade 19 
 

Subtotal 122 

Students at 
Aldersgate 

Seventh Grade 31 

Eighth Grade 52 

Ninth Grade 43 

Students at 
Grace High 

 

Tenth Grade 17 

  

Grand Total 265 

Students At Hope 
Middle School 

Watch for… 

2010  Mission Team 
Manuals coming  soon 

via Email! 



Feelings of excitement and 
pure joy sent my heart 
racing as I stepped out of 
the airport and onto  
Honduran soil once again. 
It is difficult to explain the 
love I have for the country 
and people of Honduras. 
What I can say is that I 
have felt a calling since my 
first  
mission in 2002 that has 
lead to a deep devotion to 
those in the Agalta Valley. 
The calling is so clear that 
there is nothing that would 
make me doubt where 
God wants me to be! 
 
When we went to the  
middle school in Culuco, 
Leslie thanked us repeat-
edly for making the trip. 
She didn’t refer to us as 
simply missionaries, but as 
close friends who had 
come to comfort them 
when they felt all alone. 
For the two weeks I was 

there, I was able to work in 
two villages–San Buenaventura 
and El Quebrachal. The relief I 
saw in people’s eyes when we 
arrived brought me to tears. I 
knew that there was not  
anything more important than 
my presence at that time in 
that place. God’s work is not  
always easy or comfortable, 
but it is necessary. We 
worked the two weeks we 
were there, but more  
importantly we spent time 
with the villagers-  
building stronger relationships 
and assuring them of our love 
for them. 
 
As we were told by a villager 
this year, the week we are 
there is like Easter and  
Christmas rolled into one. It is 
the best week of the year, a 
week that allows them to feel 
showered in love, comfort, 
and joy. There is something 
between us that is of God, 
something so powerful and 

influential that it cannot be 
explained. However, I was 
able to understand it better 
due to how desperately they 
needed us, and we needed 
them. I know that when I give 
all my worries to God and 
focus on others, I am opening 
up the doors for God to use 
me for great things.  He 
showed me the power of his 
love this week through the 
villagers, just as he showed 
them through us. This bond 
created through God’s love 
by his children has proven to 
be stronger than any worldly 
matter, and has enriched my 
faith and theirs.  
 
I must thank Honduras Out-
reach Inc. for this experience 
because they have kept their 
focus on God.  It has proven 
to be a wise choice and al-
lowed us to have the most 
meaningful mission trip of 
our lives.  

 
On August 20, 2009, The HOI Agriculture 
Program graduated its seventh class of 
students. Classes run for 12 consecutive 
weeks during which students go to school 
for one week, then return home to work 
for a week. A variety of subjects are  
covered-the benefits of irrigation, artificial 
insemination of cattle, insect diseases, milk 
production, raising cattle, hogs, chickens, 
sheep and tilapia as well as growing corn, 
yucca, beans, tomatoes, cabbage. Knowl-
edge of certain insect diseases is shared, 
and the principles of working together for 
a common goal are reiterated throughout 

the  12 week program This year the class 
had 14 students, three of whom were 
female! The students come from nine local 

villages and some are inspired to want to 
continue pursuing their education -if the 
opportunity is available. 

 
Hello! My name is Jose Roberto Rivera. I 
started to work for HOI on June 10, 2007. 
 
I work as a technical assistant for the  
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry  
Program. I feel very proud to work for 
HOI because it is an organization that 
serve people and has a goal the  
development of the communities. I am a 
living example of the work that HOI is 
doing in the valley to help people to grow. 

I was awarded  a 
scholarship to 
attend middle 
and high school. 
My goal is to help 
HOI in their goal 
of assisting the 
communities to 
grow. 

Reflections From Grace Presbyterian-Heather Potter 

...close 
friends 

who had 
come to 
comfort 

them when 
they felt all 

alone. 
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Agriculture 
Graduation 

Former Scholarship 
Student  

Now Ranch Employee 
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Letter From the Board Chair 
 
Greetings from the Staff of Honduras Outreach – One team, Two countries. 
 
The political situation in Honduras has presented challenges to be sure. Mission teams, which help solve 
problems and put smiles on the faces of Hondurans, are missed so much.  The number one question in the 
Agalta Valley is, “when will the groups return?”  They know the answer.  They know mission teams want to 
make their trips.  They know that right now the thing they can do is pray and they are doing so individually, 
in groups, and in villages.  They pray for you and they pray for their country.  Will you do the same for 
them? 
 
Our Board of Directors and staff have faced difficult choices in the past couple of months.  The Board voted 
unanimously to continue our ministry programs even though finances were very tight.  This was a step of 
faith.  As a result, we lost 10 staff members.  Additionally because of financial issues, the board released Paul 
Tom, our CEO.  Paul had many good ideas and was implementing several new strategies, but the decision 
was made to continue serving the people in Honduras through our ministries rather than salary support.  
He is missed and we wish him Godspeed in the next phase of his work. 
 
An urgent call for help rang out to all who love the people of the Agalta Valley.  AND a miracle happened! 
Through you, funds came flowing in.  It has been unbelievable.  It became much fun to go to the mailbox 
daily.  God has blessed the work beyond belief.  We know that this is His ministry and we are His hands, 
feet, mind and heart to deliver it.  Your response has been our affirmation.  What a blessing you are. 
 
There is still much work to do to stabilize our current financial situation and to improve HOI’s balance 
sheet for the future.  Please continue to pray for the people and the ministries in Honduras.  HOI has com-
pleted its first 20 years; with God’s help we plan to be here for many more 20 year anniversaries. The 20 
for Tomorrow Campaign has been launched and we ask for your continued financial support through that 
campaign. Our desire is to stay in God’s will in Honduras and to raise the funds needed to continue our 
mission to serve the people.  This most definitely includes group travel, for that is where lives are changed 
and relationships are born. 
 
You are a part of God’s work in Honduras.  To God be the glory! 
 
Faithfully, 
Sue Church 
Chair 
Board of Directors 

www.hoi.org 

 
A Special Thank You To ALL the Donors Who Are Helping 

Put HOI “Back in the Black” for 2009! 
It has been unbelievable to see the response of our friends 
and partners to the financial needs of HOI. We wanted to 

thank each of you personally… 
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       Contributions in just 60 days– up to $249 

www.hoi.org 

GRANDE SELF STORAGE 

HARPER, AMY 

JONES, BRUCE H. 

JONES, LINDA P. 
KNOX PEABODY SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

LAWDER, BEN 

LITTLE, JEANNE 

MARKEL, HOWARD B. 

MARTIN, ANNE W. 

MCCALLUM, EDWARD A. 

MCCLELLAND, ELIZABETH A. 

NYLUND, ROWENA C. 

PALMA, ROSIBEL 

ROZIER, LOUIS H. 

ST. MARK UMC-AUGUSTA 

STARK, JOE & PATRICIA 

TRAVIS, MICHAEL E. 

WOOD, LAWRENCE A. 
HONEYWELL HOMETOWN SO-
LUTIONS 

DAVIS, JOEL 

DODSON, LARRY 

FUNDERBURK, DAVID O. 

GOODENOW, DENNIS A. 

HARDAWAY, H. HOWARD 

HOLMES, LARRY W. 

JOHNSON, DONALD 

JOHNSON, KYLE 

JOHNSON, RONNIE D. 

KEITH, ROBERT D. 

LEHR,III, RALPH R. 

LOWERY, KENNETH C. 

MCCARTHY, SUSAN 

MOORE JR., GLENN L. 

MORRIS, JERRY SCOTT 

PIERSON, RACHEL 
PROGRESSIVE BUSINESS SYS-
TEMS, INC. 

PUTMAN, FRANK E. 

RAY, ROBERT C. JR. 

RICHARDSON, BRIGID 

WILSON, SARA 

ELLIOTT JR, RONALD J. 

HILL, BETTY C. 

WEBER, ALICE L. 

WHITE, CAROL I. 

ELLIS, MEREDITH L. 

LACEY, COALSON W. 

DARDEN, MARY 

ELDRIDGE, DOROTHY 

CUSTER, RET., COL. SAMUEL A. 

EDENFIELD, LAURA H. 

GANN, DAWN 

GANN, M. F. 
GIANNACE, JOSEPH & ELIZA-
BETH 

GRAFF, DANIEL 

GRAYBEAL, MICHAEL L. 

HAMMAC, GENA 

KILPATRICK,  ANNE M. 

OWENS, CARL R. 

RENTNER, TRACY L. 

SHEPARD, PHYLLIS & DAVID 

TAG COUNSELING INC 

REIFF, STEPHEN J. 

CANARY, J. MIKE 

CHAMPA, DAVID & DIANE 

FRADLEY, KERRY 

JENNIFER, SUSAN 

LATONA, NELSON R. 

THOMPSON, RONNIE & PAM 

TERCERO, RAMON & TOMY 

BARTLETT, RANDY 

BECKWITH, JULIAN & JOYCE 

BEEBE, JACK 

BOSWELL, LEONARD G. 

CANDLER, CHARLIE 

CHAMBLESS, GEORGE W. 

CLINE, LINDA J. 

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN 

FLETCHER, SARA 

SNELLINGS, JOHN C. 

WHITE, DANIEL R. 

WINTLE, JACK 

TOLLEY, ROB 

BACH, J.C. 

BAILEY III, ROBERT L. 

BARNETT, THOMAS & JUNE 

BROWN, CLOIS 

CAMPBELL, ELLEN 

FULGHAM, DR. R. PAGE 

GROSSMAN, MARY EMILY 

HAYDEN, J. MICHAEL 

HELLYER, NATHAN 

HOSCH, DARA 

HOWARD, JAMES E. 

MCCULLOUGH, BARBARA 

PATTERSON, KRISTIN 

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN- YOUTH 

STEWART, E. FRANCES 

TIPPETT, JORDAN 

TUCKER, LORI 

WINN, ABBE & MARCUS 

CARPENTER JR., JOHN W. 

MAYNARD BAPTIST  

BRYER, MIKE 

CARDIN, JOSHUA & TERESA 

CLERMONT VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

DRINKARD, JAMES P. 

EHLERS, JOHN 

GRIZZLE, REX & OLIVIA 

JEFFREY, TIMOTHY 

MATHER, PETER 

ROGERS, JERRY 

TEUBER, JANET N. 

VAUGHAN, SACRA 

VREELAND, ROY E. 

WATKINS, JR, PAUL & MILENE 

WILSON, LINDA K. 

CANNON UNITED METHODIST 
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Contributions in just 60 days– $250-$999 

www.hoi.org 

MARTIN, JR, WILLIAM & MARY 
NIBLEY, ANDREW M. 
PARKER, RICHARD B. 
PHILLIPS, SUSAN 
REEVES, DAIN A. 
SIMPSONWOOD  UNITED METH-
ODIST 
SLATON, STANLEY & SARAH 
SNOW, ASBURY 
THOMAS J. MADDEN & ASSOC, 
INC. 
TRINE, DAVID 
TUTKO-ANDERSON, JENNIFER 
M. 
PATRICK, ROBERT W. 
COMMERCIAL FINISHES, INC. 
ESSWEIN ENGINEERING 
GROUP 
MOREL, MARK 
PALMER, JANET V. 
SOUTHLAKE AUTO CENTER 
LLC 
KELLY, FRANK 
LOFTIS, REBECCA 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN  
WHITE, CRAIG D. 
PYLE, JOSEPH W. 
FIRST UNITED METHODISTOF 
CONYERS 
TOON, DANIEL 

MASTERCLASS LLC 
PATEE,KAREN M. 

BARCLAY, DUANE & ROBINETTE 
BELL, BETH & WOODY 
BRIARCLIFF UNITED METHODIST 
CAJIGAL, GEORGE L. 
CORRIHER, JOHN W. 
DOXTATER, GARY M. 
HAUSMAN, SCOTT & SANDRA 
HELGELAND, JOY 
HOLDITCH, EARNEST B. 
KING, DAVID 
MARK WATERS & ASSOCIATES, 
INC 

OAK GROVE UNITED METHODIST 

SPROCK, JANICE 

HOWARD, J. ROBERT 

HALEY, KIMBERLY A. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST OF 
DACULA 

ANDERSON, JOE  & DEBORAH  

BRYANT, ED 

CURTIS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

FORLINES, MARTHA 

GANN, GREG 

KATZ, RALPH & ELLEN 
PALLANTE, AMY & EICKHOFF, 
KIMBERLY 

QUIGLEY, SARAH J. 

Contributions in just 60 days– $1,000-2,000 

SULLIVAN, DEBORAH 
TAYLOR, CARL & MONNA 
THURLOW, GREGORY P. 

WESLEY METHODIST UMW-
OPELIKA 
WIECHERN, MARY V. 
THOMPSON, JAMES 

ADAMS, GREGORY 

MAYNARD BAPTIST CC CLASS 
ASHLEY, DAVID & MARGOT 

SCHEELE, TERESA C. 
WILKS, STEPHEN & ROBIN 
GILLASPIE, JAMES P. 
BAGNAL, DAVID B. 
BALD RIDGE MARINA 
BOULIS, RICK 
CAROL HUNT REVOCABLE TRUST 
D&F MARKETING 
DOBBS, OLIN 
EICKHOFF, GERALD E. 
GAINESVILLE MARINA 
GRANGER, SUZANNE M. 
HUGGINS, ANDREW G. 
HUNTZ, MARY E. 
JORDAN, LEE & ELIZABETH 
MAHAFFEY, RICH & BETH 

AILENE PHILLIPS TRUST 
DENSMORE, LARRY A. 
DUNPHY, JAMES 
HUDGINS, PATRICIA A. 
LOOKING GLASS BOOKS, INC. 

MILLER, TERRELL O. 
MOBLEY, P. DAVID 
MOUNTAIN PARK UNITED METHODIST 
NACOOCHEE UNITED METHODIST 
NICHOLSON, ANNETTE 
SEWELL, ANDREW 
STEWART, CAROL M. 
STOVALL, GRAHAM 
TMC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
WILLINGHAM, J.H. 
WORLD OUTREACH FOUNDATION, INC. 

ELY, KIRSTEN M. 
STEVENS CREEK  
FIRST UNITED METHODIST OF BARNESVILLE 
BRASHER, JOSEPH & MELANIE 
BENNETT, JR, GEORGE & LINDA 
ALPHARETTA FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
LEWIS, LESTER & FRANCIS 
WELLS FARGO & COMPANY ISSUER 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, THE 
DECATUR FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
FUGILL, ROSS J. 
GLENN MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST 
HILLSIDE UNITED METHODIST MISSION TRIPPERS 
MISSION DEL SOL PRESBYTERIAN 
PRATT, JOHN & TERESA 
SUMNER, MICHAEL E. 
THOMPSON CONTRACTING, INC. 
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Contributions in just 60 days– $2,001-$5,000 

www.hoi.org 

Contributions in just 60 days–  
$5,001-$10,000 

Contributions in just 60 days–  
Over $10,000 

BERNHARDT, KENNETH & KATHERINE 
SPRUELL, W. HUGH, M.D. 
SHANDON PRESBYTERIAN  
HAVE FOUNDATION 

WATSON, CELIA C. 
EDA, INC 
FULLER, MIKE 
SCHWAB FUND FOR CHARITABLE GIVING 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST - COVINGTON 

SMOKE RISE BAPTIST  

ST. LUKE'S PRESBYTERIAN  

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN  

PATTILLO FAMILY FOUNDATION, INC., THE 

TARRYTOWN UNITED METHODIST 

MILLER, JOSEPH AND GRETA 

ST. JAMES UNITED METHODIST-TAMPA 
PALMS 

HOLY TRINITY  

CHURCH, THE  

CHRISTIAN LEGACY FOUNDATION 

ANONYMOUS DONOR 

 
 
 

This place, Olancho, is absolutely gorgeous! I am living at a working ranch in the Valley de 
Agalta, surrounded on all sides by mountains. So, yes, to all my brothers- sorry, but half of my 
pictures are already of sunsets/rises. There are many components to this ministry, and it has 
been wonderful to see how they have been/are the hands and feet of Christ throughout this 
Valley. All of the staff are Hondurans, and have a deep, deep love and commitment to Christ 
and to spreading the Gospel throughout this place in word and deed. 

Olancho is known as the Wild West of Honduras, and so the culture reflects this con-
cept. Everyone I ask loves “el campo,” more than the city, and I just have to laugh, because 
God has most definitely been preparing me for this trip for a long time. I too love “el campo,” 
much, much more than the city, and my parents are even from the Dairy Capital of GA! I 
have attended meetings of Cattleman’s Associations, training sessions for mastitis, and, of 
course, helped milk the cows in the mornings. I just love it! 2 days next week, I plan to spend 
time with the agriculture vocational school students here at the ranch….I have discovered 
such beautiful things in these villages as well. The flowers are absolutely brilliant, for example, 
and I have found that the women love to show me their flowers if I ask about them. I told my 
family that it reminded me of our Granny Willie….when she was alive, we would spend hours 
and hours digging around the yard, it brought her such joy, the flowers did.  

Covenant College Community Development  Sr. Intern-
Mallory Thompson 
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As Honduras Outreach, Inc. celebrates twenty years of service, the mission that started so 
many years ago with a handful of faithful volunteers continues to thrive in partnership with 
the people of Honduras. While the struggles of the U.S. economy and the political situation in 
Honduras have challenged our efforts, HOI remains committed to continuing God's work 
with our sisters and brothers in Honduras. 

1989-2009 -20 years of  

Service in the Agalta Valley 

2009-2029 

How will we serve in the 
next twenty years? 

As you join us in prayer for our 
missions, consider joining us in  

giving. With a need of over 
$75,000 each month, every gift 
counts. Your contribution of $20 

daily($7300), weekly($1040), 
monthly($240) or annually($20) 

can be the drop of rain that 
turns to a flood of giving, filling 

the Agalta  
Valley with God’s Love for 

years to come. 

Honduras Outreach, Inc. 

4105 Briarcliff Road NE Atlanta, GA 30345  

Donate online @ www.hoi.org/donate 

www.hoi.org 



 

 
Independence 
Day in Honduras 
is celebrated on 
September 15th-  
the date that 
Spain  granted 
independence to 
Honduras in 
1821. This year’s 
celebration of 
Independence 
Day at the Culuco  
schools was a 
spectacular event. 
 
 

 

The festivities started early in the morning 
with marching bands wearing bright colors. 
The villagers made all of the costumes for the 
participants in the parade. There were several 
Kings and Queens crowned for the event, as 
well as representatives from all the grades at 
Culuco schools. 
We understand that if we could have heard 
the sounds of the parade, it was pure joy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Contributing to this 
Edition – Heather  
Potter, Grace  
Presbyterian; 
Walter Cardona, 
Seyla Andrade-Hope 
Middle School;  
Maricela Mejia-
Aldersgate  
Elementary School; 
Jose Roberto 
Rivera-Agriculture 
Program; Mallory 
Thompson-Ranch  
Intern. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The rain held off long enough to enjoy HOI’s 
Golf Tournament and Fundraiser at Smoke 
Rise Country Club on Monday September 14, 
2009! We appreciative all of the golfers who 
came out to play. Their generous and fun-
loving attitude made the day special, and they 
purchased plenty of “Mulligans” that helped 
boost our fundraising efforts. 
 
Our Platinum Sponsor was Smoke Rise Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Georgia. We had 
three bronze sponsors- Commercial Finishes, 
Esswein Engineering  Group and Whoop-  
Everything Mobile. The staff of HOI and the 
people we serve in Honduras are so grateful 
for the generosity of our sponsors. Thank you 
to all! 
 
Two teams shot a 58 and tied for first place- 
Team Huntz and  Team Jordan. The tie was 
decided by a “score card playoff”, which is  a 
method of counting backward on the score-
card to determine which team had the lower 
score on the back nine holes of the course. 

Since Team Huntz shot a lower score on the 
sixteenth hole, each of their players received a 
trophy for being part of the winning team. How-
ever, Team Huntz had 3 players only, not the 
usual four…..That left an additional first place 
trophy, which was brought back to the HOI office 
in Atlanta, where Lee Jordan’s wife, Elizabeth 
Jordan, works. It was awarded to her for recruit-
ing her husband to put together a foursome as 
Team Jordan! 
 
We had wonderful volunteers who came out 

to the 
course do 
whatever 
was needed-
Dorna Ad-
ams from 
Stevens 
Creek 
Church, 
Anna Bell 
Pyle from 

Kingswood UMC, and Graham Stovall from 
Smoke Rise Baptist Church. Since Graham did 
all the recruiting of sponsors and foursomes 
for the event, he was so pleased to see the 
good turn-out! Two additional trophies were 
also awarded. Mike Wise won closest to the 
pin. And Clay Snellings,  from KIngswood 
UMC, won the longest drive competition.  
 
As we got into our cars at the end of a great 
day on the course, it began to rain. As of this 
writing, it has rained for  seven consecutive 
days. We are so thankful that it didn’t rain on 
our parade! 
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Honduran Independence Day 

Golf Tournament and Fundraiser 

King and Queen- 
Independence 
Day! 


